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Abstract
The use of symbols in plastic drawings goes back a long way, as it is one of the
activities of human thought, which man used since ancient times to express his
thoughts, feelings, and habits. The symbol was used by ancient man throughout those
ages and acquired various cultural meanings and concepts, as the use of symbols in the
arts dates back to the period paleolithic, And we can trace the use of the symbol from
those times until our contemporary history through a chronological sequence through
which we see the development of the use of the symbol, visually, and for several
different reasons, religious, political, social, and that the artist reflects his feelings,
feelings and ideas on those products, and through the features of these elements the
research problem that formed in the form of questions, including: what is the code ?
What is the role of the symbol in plastic art? What are the popular symbols used by the
artist Hazem Saleh in his artistic works? The objective of the research is: to identify
how to employ traditional symbols in the works of the artist Hazem Saleh as an
expressive means that has its artistic characteristics. Terminology to serve the research
topic, As for the second chapter, it dealt with the theoretical framework and included
three sections. The first topic focused on the concept of the symbol philosophically,
the symbol in modern plastic art. The second topic dealt with: Heritage in
contemporary painting, and a historical entry into the experience and life of the artist
Hazem Saleh. As for the third chapter, procedures were taken. The research taken by
the two researchers with the aim of achieving the goal of the research, the researchers
chose five works of art, and the researchers used the descriptive analytical approach,
and analyzed the research sample, As for the fourth chapter, it included the results of
the research, conclusions, recommendations and proposals, and the most important of
these results was: the inspiration of the Iragi cultural heritage rich in aesthetic and
intellectual values and deep symbolic connotations. Some conclusions, including: The
artist emphasizes the importance of art for man. In his view, it is not a secondary thing
or a mere complement to human life or an ornamental thing. Rather, it must be seen as
an essential component of it, and a necessary condition for its construction. Without it,
life would be devoid of deep symbolic meanings and connotations. The artist’s works
take us to the past with all Its elements, documenting and preserving human history
from loss and extinction due to time.
The two researchers reached some conclusions, including what the artist emphasizes
on the importance of art for man, as in his view it is not a secondary thing or a mere
complement to human life or something decorative, but rather it must be seen as an
essential component of it, and a necessary condition for its construction, for without it
life would be devoid of meanings and connotations.
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