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Research Summary

This research is concerned with studying (the formal structure of the Mesopotamian
myth and its representations in contemporary Iraqi sculpture(Because the heritage has a
great influence on contemporary Iraqi art, which distinguishes it from other peoples due
to its relationship with the ancient Mesopotamian civilization, as most Iraqi artists were
inspired by the Mesopotamian cultural heritage in all its meanings by dealing with the
form structure of the Mesopotamian work.The research covered four chapters. The first
chapter was devoted to explaining the problem of the research, its importance, and the
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need for it. The research problem was determined by answering the following question:
Were the Mesopotamian mythical forms embodied in the contemporary Iraqi sculptural
artistic achievement? The first chapter also included the research objective of (defining
the formal structure of the Mesopotamian myth and its representations in contemporary
Iraqi sculpture). As for the limits of the research included in the first chapter, they were
limited to studying the works of Iraqgi artists from different categories and generations
who completed works with a formal structure inspired by Mesopotamian mythology.
The chapter ended with defining the research terms and its definition.While the second
chapter was devoted to the theoretical framework, which included three sections, dealing
with the first section deals with the structure between the philosophical and critical
concepts, while the second section deals with the concept of myth in Mesopotamia, and
the third section deals with the roots of Iragi art. The chapter ended with indicators of
the theoretical framework and previous studies.The third chapter contained the research
procedures that included the research community, and the research sample of (16)
sculptural works, which the researcher chose intentionally, because of their relationship
to the formal structure inspired by the myths of Mesopotamia. The third chapter includes
the research method, represented by the descriptive and analytical approach, in order to
achieve the goal of the research. The researcher adopted the indicators that resulted from
the theoretical framework as simulations to analyze the research sample, and then
analyzed the sample. Reaching the fourth chapter devoted to presenting the results,
conclusions, recommendations, appendices, and Arab and foreign sources.

First: Results: The researcher reached results related to the goal of the research:

Y- The Iraqgi sculptor was able to employ the Mesopotamian mythological formal
structure in his contemporary artistic works, as he benefited from the narrative narration
of Mesopotamian myths mentioned in the literary text in formulating his sculptural form.

2-The Iraqi sculptor used Mesopotamian sculptural works inspired by Mesopotamian
mythological forms to achieve creative works, and for Iraqi sculptors it was an important
source. The lraqgi sculptor did not neglect, but rather emphasized the symbols
accompanying the gods, including plants, animals, and mythical creatures, in producing
the sculptural works, and the necessity of having a symbol that expresses the function
and status of each god.

Y- The formal structure of the Mesopotamian sculptor’s works, derived from
Mesopotamian mythology, greatly influenced Iragi sculptors and prompted them to
carve statues that mimic the beauty and creativity of those ancient works, by reviewing
models of contemporary Iragi statues.

Second: Conclusions: Based on the results reached by the researcher, we find a set of
conclusions:
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1-The structure of the form of Mesopotamian mythology inspired many Iraqi sculptors
with ideas and shapes that contributed greatly to the work of their sculptures.

2-Philosophy is one of the most important foundations of the formal structure of
Mesopotamian mythology, which explains to man the most important phenomena,
organizes his life, and brings him war, peace, or prosperity.

3-Mesopotamian mythology contributed to Iraqi sculpture in giving it an artistic
character freed from the control of the clergy.

Keywords: heritage, form, contemporary sculpture
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