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Research Summary

The current research titled "'Dominant Themes in Contemporary Iraqi Painting (A
Study of Formative Pressures)" examines the influences that have occurred in the Iraqi
reality and have directly or indirectly affected the artist, leading to the emergence of
dominant themes in the works of most artists and exploring the transformations
occurring within those themes. The research consists of four chapters; the first chapter
addresses the methodological framework, which includes the problem of the current
research by answering the following question: What are the dominant themes that have
emerged in contemporary Iraqi painting? It also discusses the importance of the research
and the need for it, as well as the research objective, which is to identify the dominant
themes in contemporary Iragi painting, along with the research boundaries included.
First: Subjective boundaries: The governing themes in contemporary Iraqi painting.
Secondly: the time frame: (from the year 2003 to the year 2020).
Thirdly: Spatial boundaries / artworks created inside and outside Irag.
The chapter concluded with the definition of terms.

The second chapter addressed the theoretical framework and contained three
sections. The first section discussed the concept of theme and its transformations, while
the second section dealt with the factors influencing the formal formulations of the
theme. Following that, the third section examined the reality of transformation in
contemporary lraqi art, concluding the chapter with the indicators that emerged from the
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theoretical framework. However, the third chapter included the research procedures, the
research community, the research sample, the research methodology (where the
researcher adopted a descriptive approach through sample analysis), and the analysis of
the samples. Chapter four addressed the results, conclusions, recommendations, and
suggestions, followed by the sources and references.

One of the most important findings reached by the researcher is:

1- The social, political, and economic influences have a clear and dominant impact on
artists, as manifested in the production of a prevailing artistic theme in most works of
the era, as seen in sample (2.1).

2- There are tangible shifts in the governing themes according to the variables (political,
social, and economic).

3- Every artist has their own way of expressing reality by producing or embodying a
theme through the ability to interpret or compose ideas and forms. Therefore, the period
following 2003 witnessed multiple themes such as (war, sectarianism, terrorism, and
protests), as seen in the samples. (2,1).

However, the most important conclusions are:

1- The theme is a reservoir of the collective unconscious through which artists convey
visual and psychological influences represented by various shapes, symbols, and
meanings in accordance with stylistic and technical transformations.
2- The social, political, and economic influences and transformations play the largest
role in the shifts of themes, as the artist is a reflective mirror of concerns and changes,
both influencing and being influenced by them.

Keywords: themes, governing.
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