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Abstract

This study demonstrates that Bohemianism is not merely a historical
phenomenon or a social lifestyle, but rather a comprehensive intellectual and
aesthetic framework based on the principles of individual freedom, rebellion against
prevailing value systems, and the pursuit of authentic human experience in artistic
expression. The research, within its theoretical framework, examines the origins and
development of Bohemianism, exploring its intellectual foundations related to the
rejection of social conformity, the affirmation of individual identity, and the embrace
of the margins as spaces for creativity and liberation. It also explores its aesthetic
foundations, which are based on breaking academic rules and embracing
experimentation and spontaneity. In a related vein, the research addresses the
transformations of contemporary Czech art in light of the political, social, and
cultural changes that the Czech Republic has witnessed, particularly after periods of
ideological isolation. These transformations contributed to creating a fertile
environment for the emergence of artistic trends that reflect the spirit of
Bohemianism as a contemporary discourse intersecting with issues of freedom,
identity, and social critique. This research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach,
selecting a purposive sample of four paintings by contemporary Czech artists. These
paintings were analyzed visually and artistically to reveal representations of
bohemianism on both intellectual and aesthetic levels. The results showed that these
representations manifest themselves intellectually through themes of alienation,
individualism, the exploration of marginalized identities, and implicit critiques of
prevailing social structures. Aesthetically, they are embodied through stylistic
experimentation, visual deconstruction, the use of expressive symbolism, and
spontaneity in artistic expression. The study also revealed the dialectical relationship
between the intellectual and aesthetic dimensions, where visual form is inseparable
from its content. Rather, it becomes an expressive medium reflecting the artist's
intellectual stances, thus transforming the artwork into a space for exercising creative
freedom and confronting traditional constraints. Accordingly, the study confirms that
Bohemianism in contemporary Czech painting is not merely a stylistic trend, but
rather constitutes an integrated discourse in which intellectual and aesthetic
dimensions intertwine within a single expressive structure, reflecting the
transformations of contemporary artistic consciousness and its pursuit of redefining
the relationship between art and life.
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