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Abstract:
The study, which delves into the art of visual communication and graphic
design from a historical and practical perspective, employs multiple research

methodologies to ensure a comprehensive approach.

Research Methodology

Descriptive-Analytical Method: Used to describe concepts related to visual
communication and graphic design, and to analyze their artistic and aesthetic
structures. This method helps to identify common features and distinct characteristics

of different design schools.
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Historical Method: Utilized to trace the origins of graphic design from early
engravings to the digital age. It helps to understand the social and cultural factors that

influenced the evolution of printing and visual communication arts.

Semiological Method (Semiotic): Relied on to analyze logos and posters by studying
signs, symbols, and their visual connotations. It is useful for uncovering the rhetorical
dimensions (simile, metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche) designers employ to influence

the audience.

Comparative Method: Used to compare different art schools (such as Bauhaus, Arts
and Crafts, the New York School, and Swiss Typography) and to identify differences

in their visual expression styles.

Research Population

The total research population includes all visual and design works related to
visual communication (logos, posters, printed materials, digital designs). It also
encompasses theoretical productions (books, articles, and research) that have

addressed the evolution of visual communication art.
Research Sample
A purposive sample of logos and posters was selected to represent:

Historical Periods: (manual printing, intaglio printing, letterpress printing).

Art Schools: (Bauhaus, New York School, International Typographic Style).
Contemporary Digital Design Models: This allows for a balanced representation of
the historical, aesthetic, and communicative dimensions.

Data Collection Tools
Theoretical Sources: Specialized academic books on graphic design and visual

communication art, in addition to previous studies.

Visual Sources: Practical examples of logos, posters, and printed materials.
Direct Observation: Monitoring how graphic design is used in reality
(advertisements, websites, brands).

Documentary Analysis: Reviewing visual archives (historical posters, well-known
logos).

Analysis Tools

Artistic-Aesthetic Analysis: To examine design elements (colors, composition,

balance, contrast, rhythm).

Semiological Analysis: To decode the symbols and visual connotations in logos and
posters.

Functional Analysis: To measure the extent to which the design achieves its
objectives (marketing, awareness, artistic).
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Comparative Analysis: To highlight the differences between various schools and
visual approaches.

Research Limitations
Subjective Limitations: The research focuses on visual communication art within the
field of graphic design, with a particular emphasis on the logo and poster as its most

significant applications.

Temporal Limitations: The study extends from the historical beginnings of printing to
the contemporary digital design era (Y)st century).

Spatial Limitations: The study covers global and Arab examples, with notable cases
from Europe, America, and the Arab world.

Research Problem

The research problem lies in analyzing the rhetoric of symbols and their connotations
in graphic design, specifically in contemporary logos and posters. The study aims to
understand how designers translate abstract ideas and complex meanings into
effective visual symbols. It also seeks to uncover the rhetorical dimensions (such as
simile, metaphor, metonymy, and synecdoche) that designers employ to influence the
audience. The importance of this problem stems from the fact that graphic design is
no longer merely an aesthetic art but has become a vital and effective communication
tool. Therefore, studying its symbols and connotations helps in understanding its

functional and social role.
Research Objectives
To clarify the historical development of visual communication and graphic design.

To reveal the artistic and aesthetic structure of logos and posters.

To highlight the communicative functions of design and its role in influencing the
public.

To employ semiological analysis to understand the symbolic and rhetorical
dimensions in designs.

To connect the historical and contemporary aspects of visual design.

Research Questions / Hypotheses

Research Questions:

What historical and cultural factors contributed to the evolution of visual
communication art¢

How have different design schools contributed to shaping the features of modern
graphic design¢

What role do visual symbols and connotations play in the effectiveness of a logo and
posters
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What are the similarities and differences between traditional and digital methods in
graphic design¢

Research Hypotheses:

Graphic design is an influential communication tool that transcends its aesthetic
aspect to serve social and marketing functions.

The connotations of visual symbols are affected by different cultural and social
contexts.

Mixing historical authenticity with modern techniques contributes to enhancing the
effectiveness of contemporary designs.

Here is the English translation of the research significance and keywords.

Research Significance
Scientific Significance: Enriches the field of art and design studies by combining the

historical methodology with semiological analysis.

Practical Significance: Contributes to guiding designers and those interested in
advertising and marketing towards effective visual strategies.

Cultural Significance: Highlights the role of graphic design as a tool for expressing
cultural identity and values.

Keywords: Rhetoric, Symbol, Design, Graphic, Logo, Poster.
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